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These indeed were years rich in social and political movement: it may be enough to name Bright and Cobden, Carlyle, Thackeray, and Dickens, each with his exposure of abuses, or efforts for amendment The atmosphere of the time inspired such lines as the following:
Ah, tho' the times when some new thought can bud Are but as poets' seasons when they flower, Yet seas that daily gain upon the shore Have ebb and flow conditioning their march, And slow and sure comes up the golden year, When wealth no more shall rest in mounded heaps, But smit with freer light shall slowly melt In many streams to fatten lower lands, And light shall spread, and man be liker man Thro' all the season of the golden year.
Fly, happy happy sails, and bear the Press; Fly happy with the mission of the Cross; Knit land to lai^d, and blowing havenward With silks, and fruits, and spices, clear of toll, Enrich the markets of the golden year1.
Theology, always a deep interest to him, shared in this advance. The Oxford movement had been begun by a band of saintly and devoted churchmen, and the Vice-Chancellor of Oxford with the heads of houses had already censured the author of Tract No. XC*. Meanwhile Maurice, Kingsley and the Cambridge men were striving to make thought more tolerant, and to impress all men with a sense of brotherhood. Both efforts in a few years effected a mighty change in
1  "The Golden Year" was first published in 1846 in the Poems (4th ed.).
2 Published February 1841.